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I. A Letter t& Dr John Wright, F. Col. Phyf. Lond. 
to Mr Wm Cowper, F. R. S. concerning the Cun 
of an Apoftemation of the Lunge. 

SIR , 

A ccording to your defire, I fend you the Cafe of Mrs 
Jane Terry, Niece to Mf Fawkes in Cnrjtiors-Ally, near 
Lincolns-Inn, and thank you for your afliftance in her Cure, 
to which your extraordinary skill in your Profeffion very 
much contributed. I doubt not but an account of her, from 
the fir it time I was concerned with her, will be acceptable 
to you. I knew her fome time before file fell ill of the Small 
Pox, which was in May 1701. She was about 18 years old, 
of a frefh Complexion, and pretty flcfhy. Her Relations 
apprehending fhe might have the Small Pox, removed her 
to a Nurfes Houfe, where Che had the diftind fort very 
kindly, her Cafe proceeded fo very well (as they conceived) 
that no Phyfician was called to her, till they began to (hellj 
only for fome days before fhe had a little difficulty in her 
breathing, which gradually increafed till Che began to raife 
Blood, which was about the 7 th day from their fir ft-ap¬ 
pearing. This railing of Blood was accompanied with thefe 
circumstances 5 it had increas’d every day, for 3 days before 
I faw her, ftie cough’d and brought up a Vifcous Phlegm, 
fuch as our Patients Vomit when their Stomachs are very 
foul $ only'as meer Phelgm is white, this -was alb of it as 
red as Blood , it Was not ftreak’d withBlood, or had a mix¬ 
ture of white Phlegm with it, but was fo deeply colour’d, 
that it feem’d to be all Blood, only it would not flow as 

Blood 
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Blood does whilft it is hot $ nor did it coagulate as Blood 
dees when it is cold, but hung froth the Bafons when k was- 
pour’d out, as Vomited Phlegm docs $ and in this it differ’d 
from all the Bloody Expe&orations I have feen, excepting 
Mr Jones at MynHeer Meyflcrs’s in Ken/tugtow ho Cough’d 
the lame Bloody colour’d Pituita, but in much lefs quantity, 
for Mrs Terry rais’d above a-Pint in 24 hours, for fome 
days, and tho a lefs yet a confiderable quantity afterwards 5 
Mrs Terr/s afforded a very ftrong (mell, but Mr Jones' s had 
no Odour. After Tome weeks (he recover’d, regain’d her 
Flelh, which was wafted in her illnefs 5 the Menfes return’d, 
and Ihe continued very well from July till near Chrifimas. 

In January I was carried to fee her at Mr Woolejlon s, the 
Queens-head Tavern at gueen-hithe, and (he gave this ac¬ 
count of her felf. 

That about 3 weeks before Chrifimx fhe perceiv’d her 
felf a little fhort breath’d, which increas’d daily, with a 
fullnefs and weight in her Left fide, that (he lay well on 
the Lett fide, but when Ihe turn’d to lye on her Right, fhe 
felt as if a weight fell from the Left to the Right fide,which 
gave her a Ihortnefs of Breath and made her Cough Thus 
it continued increafing till Chrifintas , when fhe began to 
raifea confiderable quantity of ftrong ft inking Pus} Ihe laid 
fhe eat her Victuals well enough all this time, and was not 
Feverifh. At firft (he was-under the care of another Phy- 
ficiau, who told her Relations when they defired his judg¬ 
ment pf the Difeafe, and its event. That it was an Ulcer in 
her Lungs, and he believ’d incurable, upon which they again 
committed her to my care. When I law her, which was te 
wards the middle of January 1701, fhe railed a confidera¬ 
ble quantity, and often of (linking offers five Pus, which was 
as fluid as the Pus of other parts 5. her Flelh was a little a- 
bated* but fhe.was at no time Feverifh, fhe eat and flepc 
pretty well, and'had the Catamenia duly. I prefenbed fuch 
Medicines, as abated that Purulent Expectoration fevenal* 
times, and (lie often gave, me hopes of her Recovery, foe 
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continuing to have the Menfes regularly, and being (fill free 
from an He&ick, but upon every Irttie Cpk.y “he again 
raifed that tetid Pus in a confidturdde-quanfuy,’■ She ge¬ 
nerally continued pretty free from Cougtii- g i.everal hours 
together* till {be perceiv’d foftiethmg of a iuHnefs in.her L 
Breaft, which would oblige her to Cough, ' dhd after flie 
had once began to raife die could not ceaie,* till (he had 
brought up tvfo Spoonfuls or more of that fetid Pus. This 
(he did chiefly in the Morning, Afternoon and at Night 5 
I did apprehend flic had an abfeefs in the Left Lobe of her 
Lungs,and made her lye upon the Bed,with her head reach” 
ing to the Chamber Floor, leaning upon her Left Arm. In 
this pofture die could at any time, after a little Cough, fee 
the Pus a running out of her Mouth, as you have feen fe- 
veral times, till the whole which was therein contain’d was 
difeharg’d. 

Then (he would get up,and feenrto bens well as another 
perfon, till it was aimoft fill’d again. In the beginning of 
May lad:, thofe Excellent Phyficians, Dr Torlcjfe and Dr 
Pitts favour’d me with their kind affiftance. They faw 
her lye in the poftnre I have deferib’d, and faw more than 2 
fpoonfuls of flunking Pus or Corruption; run out of her 
Mouth, after a little Coughing, This made it fo apparent 
that there was an Ulcer in her Lungs, that they immediate¬ 
ly approv’d of what I had before propofed to her and her 
Relations, of the neccffity of making an Apertition in her 
fide, where we could apprehend the Lungs grew to it for 
that fcem’d unqueftionabio, from the pofture of difeharging 
it 3 and fome-little pain flic felt in her fide. The great o- 
pinion her Relations juftly entertain’d of thefe Gentle¬ 
men, being not only Men of great Learning, particularly 
in their own Profeflion, but alfo of many years, Pra 
dice. Dr Torletfc having been almoft 30 _ years fince, 
chofen Phyfician ‘to St Thomas's- Hofpital, and Dr Pitts 
to St Bartholomews feveral years ago, made them rea¬ 
dily con fen t to what was propofed , and ddire your 
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■ffiftanee, being no Strangers to your great Ability both m 
Anatomy and Surgery: About u week before, the Pus 
had begun again to cncrcafe, and the day before tiiefe 
Gentlemen faw her (he was taken in the afternoon with a 
chilnefs, after which her Pulfe became a little quicker, and 
(he a little Feverifh, as I believe you remember (he was, 
when you applied thcCauftick $ this Feverifh ftate cncreafed 
every day,and after fome days a Rath appear’d,which lafted 
about 14 days before it was quite got off, and left 
her in a Heftick, with rednefsin her Cheeks towards even¬ 
ing, Night Sweats, continual Loofcnefs, extreme wafting of 
her Flefh, and at length a fwelling in her Legs, though (he 
kept her Bed, I doubt not but you remember that we felt fomc 
little knots betwixt the feventh and eighth Rib, which 
with other circumftance 3 made us conclude the adhefion 
was in that part, and would have laid the Cauftick there, 
but that it would certainly have fpread to the Glands of her 
Left Breaft, which made U3 lay it between the fixth and 
feventh Rib, (furfur?* tinner undo*) ^ As foon as you could you 
took it off, and with your Knife gently pafs’d through into 
the Cavity of her Breaft,whence iflued aBloodyifhWater,bur 
no Pus 5 by bending your Probe you found the adhefion 
reach to the lower edge of the 7th Rib, and before the 
Efchar was feparated, the Pus began to flow at every dref- 
fing, and fo continued, gradually abating, till the Ulcer 
was cured 5 during which a part of the infide of that Rib, 
above an inch long exfoliated, and’after that another lefler 
piece of the outfide of the Rib. Towards the latter end of 
the Cure, fhc complained very much of a pain at the Car- 
tilago Enjifortuity fo great that (he fometimes pluck’d out 
the hollow Tent, which wc conceiv’d was occafioned by its 
prefling upon the Nerve, during the firft 7 or 8 days of her 
Rafti, fhe rais’d very little, if any, of that Pus, nor did it 
difeharge its felf then by the Orifice, nor was there a col¬ 
lection of it in her Breaft, which made me apprehend, that 
the Fever did fo alter the ftate of her Blood, as not to pet- 
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mit if, to feparate its impurities into the Abfcefs. I muft 
obferve to you,that for fix days before the Fever began, (he 
had the Cartentenia very orderly 5 by Augtt(l (he was cured, 
her fide heal’d up, and would not endure it to be converted 
into an Tffue 5 by October (he recovered her Flefh, and the 
Catamenia return’d, which had been wanting ever finee 
May, and now, as you lately faw her, fhe is plump, flefhy, 
clear and frefh Complexioned, has little or no Cough, and 
no foetid or tabid expectoration, and feems, and I believe is 
perfectly cured, having for many months taken no Medi¬ 
cine. 

There are feveral circumftances in this Cafe, which I can¬ 
not forbear making fomc remarks on. 

That there was an Ulcer in the Lungs, and that it has 
admitted of a Cure, contrary to the general opinion of Phy- 
ficians. That this Ulcer did contain atleaft 2 fpoonfuls, and 
muft have been as large as a Hens Egg. That this Abfcefs 
arofe from a collection,with an indifcenable ('if any) Fever, 
and fo continued from Chrijlmas to about the 10th of May. 
The tender Membranous or Veficulary compofition of the 
Lungs feemto jjuftifie this opinion,that it is almoft impoffible 
for them to heal, when there isaconfiderable diminution of 
them, the continual apd indifpenlable neceffity of their mo¬ 
tion, very much hindring the coalition of the VeJtcuU. 

Several parts of the Body afford a proper cement to unite 
and repair them, when hurt or diminifh’d. Carious and 
broken Bones fend forth a Callus 5 when the Skin is con« 
fiim’d by Ulcers or Burns the parts afford a Cicatrix, which 
pretty well fupplies the defeCfc of the Skin. TI10 Lungs 
feparate a vifeid Pituita, which will be expanded into 
Flcaks like a- Membrane 5 Mr Stringer , Sarah Deeping and 
fomc other Patients have brought up great quantities of 
them, and a little Boy at Mr Tolleys in Kenjington , Cough’d 
•up feveral Pipes, form’d exaCtly like the Bronchia , and its 
divarications, and at firft view feem’d to be theinternal 
Membrane. Mr Bnjiere mentions this inftance in the •Rhilo* 
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fophical Tranfaftions, April 1700. His haftc would not per¬ 
mit him to obferve the Cafe fo exaftly as it deferv'd : this 
Child two years before, had an Ulcer in the Right fide of 
his Lungs, and they adhered to his Back, when l feparated 
them 1 found a Cicatrix near three inches long, but very 
little (if any)defeft in his Lungs,I am of opinion this Pituita 
or Mucus doth ferve to re-unite the parts of the Lungs when 
there is k folution by an Ulcer. 

Confumptive Perfons generally flatter thetnfelvcs, that 
they have no Ulcer in their Lungs, becaufe they do not fed 
a forenefs, as in the Ulcers of other parts. This opinion 
keeps them from making a timely application to Phyficians, 
whilft they might recieve a fpeedy and eafie Cure. When 
you touch’d the Sound or Ulcerated parts of her Lungs with 
your Probe or Finger, (he difeovered no fenfe of feeling 
you, which may confirm the opinion of Phyficians and 
Anatomifts, that the Lungs have little if any foliation. 
When you touch’d her Heart with your Finger, tho I be¬ 
lieve for not the twentieth part of a minute, flic grew very 
much difordered, pale and ready to faint, which fiiovvs 
Nature cannot fuffer the leaft alteration in its pulfation, with¬ 
out great prejudice and inconveniencv. 

It is the opinion of fome Phyficians,that the Fever which 
attends Confumptive Patients, ariies from fome Particles of 
the Pus, which being receiv’d into the Blood, and circula¬ 
ting with it, caufe that cffcrvefccnce which we call an 
He&ick. This Patient had no Fever from Chrijlmas to May , 
and then unhappily came a continued Fever, with a Rafh, 
which left a Febricitation every afternoon, with thole 
fymptoms which attend a Hc&ick. 

I have obferved for many years, that if I could preferve 
my Confumptive Patients from that Heftick Fever, or re¬ 
lieved them who already labour'd under it, I could cure 
them, tho their ex pc deration was very plentiful and foul. 

I doubt not, but if fome of our faculty applied them!elves 
more particularly to the cure of Confumptions, fo many 
D d d d d d d d 2 thou- 
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thoufands would not -dye of it yearly in this City, a* ap¬ 
pears by the Bills of Mortality. 

I do not doubt but fome part of her Lungs do adhere to 
her fide, and it’s probable a little part of them do not re- 
ceive the Air in infpiracion, but l believe that defeft is very 
inconUJenble, became Ibccan run up Stairs, and is no more 
d bordered in her Breath than moll: other People. 

The eafy difeharge of the Pus, by her lying down in 
tint polhire, did undoubtedly very much preserve her Lungs, 
a?id prevented its breaking through the Abfcefs, into the 
Cavity of her Bread:, and putrifying her Lungs to a greater 
degree. Pus, gencrat Put is a noted Aphorifin, and the Air 
Bladders of the Lungs arc fo very tender, that they muffc 
have yielded to the prellurcof tiic Pus, had it Iain long in 
the Abfcefs, and been only difeharg’d by violent Coughing^ 
by lying in a proper pofturc* Sir Ibo. Proby, Sarah Deeping, 
and other perfons have prevented a greater folurion in their 
Lungs, and cither prolong’d their Lives many years, or re¬ 
covered their Healths by proper Medicines. 

Tins and other inftances, make me eafily concur with 
fome Phyficians in an Opinion, that in fome Families the 
Lungs have originally a more tender Conftitution than in 
others. Mrs Terry's Aunts arc fubjedt to great Coughs and 
Ptyfick. Her Aunt Foxvk.cs little Daughter of about 7 years 
old, having a little Fever, with fome fymptoms of the Small 
Pox, but a great difficulty in Breathing, I adviled her Bleed¬ 
ing at the Arm, but (he was fo fat you could notfind a Vein 
that night ^ next day the Small Pox appear’d, which a little 
cas’d her Lungs, upon the fixth night after, fhe rais’d at 
fcveral times about 7 or 8 Ounces ol clear Blood,by violent 
Coughing: I was fent for, and drew away about 6 Ounces 
of Blood by Leeches, which totally reliev’d her Breath, and 
flopp’d the railing Blood. This inftance I mention being lo 
like Mrs Terry's , to confirm what I faid before, and to e- 
vince that fo great lofs of Blood will not hinder the re¬ 
gular proceeding of the Small-Pox, which fhe went through 
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very orderly, and recovered perfectly. I have obfcrv’d th 2 
fame cffcd in other Patients, in whom Bleeding alter erup¬ 
tion was indifpen table. 

The continual motion of the Brcaft in Breathing, made 
the Cauftick fpread farther than it was defign’d, or could 
be prevented 5 l have prevail’d with fome Patients to yield 
to an apertion by Launcet, which I take ('in foinc Cafes) to 
be the better way $ that little Blood which may pofhbly 
get into the Cavity of the Brcaft, is ealily thrown out 
again by the Lungs in infpiration, as you may remember 
{he did the injection every time you tiled it. 

You cannot forget how after the Pus began to flow at 
the Orifice, it leffen’d the railing it at her Mouth, and in no 
longtime, the Purulent Expectoration totally ceas’d. 

SIR , 

This Letter already exceeds its proper bounds, there¬ 
fore I will omit fome other remarks of lefs confequence, 
viz. on the Bloody Colour’d Pituita , the Fetid Odor of the 
Pus, and the Rafh Fever which came without any mani- 
feft caufe, and only Subfcribc my fclf, 

Tour mjl Affectionate Friend 
And Servant, 

Jo. Wright, 


IT. An 



